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But here we are. In 1991, the Philippine Senate rejected a new treaty allowing the presence of a
U.S. naval base in Subic Bay after U.S. Clark Air Base was rendered unusable due to a volcanic
eruption. Surprisingly, the U.S. complied and withdrew. In 1995, China took Mischief Reef (Meiji
Reef in Chinese), which had been controlled by the Philippines. The Philippines, having voluntarily
cut off U.S. military backing, had no way to respond and the atoll remains under Chinese control to
date.

It was not without reason that China mentioned those islands in its territorial waters law. Even if
the islands cannot be taken immediately, their inclusion in the law may have the meaning of a long-
term plan to gradually take over the islands if the situation becomes such that they can be taken
without significant resistance. In 2012, the Philippines also lost Scarborough Reef (Huangyan Island

in Chinese).

Looking at it this way, it is eerie that China has specified the Senkaku Islands in its territorial
waters law and is sending maritime patrol vessels to the area around the Senkakus on a daily basis in
order to clearly show China’s control. And now the “China maritime police law” stipulates that the
Chinese coast guard may use force to subdue other countries in the waters China claims. It clarified
that China could use force under its domestic law if the Japan Coast Guard acted to prevent its
Chinese counterpart from entering its territorial waters or to protect Japanese fishing vessels in the

Senkaku waters.

It is not necessarily the case that China will take such action immediately, but we must assume
that it will do so if the situation arises where it can take them with little resistance. What should Japan
do? There are three ways for Japan to respond. One is that Japan cannot and should not compete with
China’s massive military expansion on the same level, but it must hone its own response capabilities,
which, while small, are not insignificant in China’s eyes. In the past, this has meant the response
capabilities of the Japan Coast Guard, surface-to-ship missiles called SSM, and silent submarines,

but these have become insufficient in the face of China’s recent massive military expansion.

The second is the utilization of the Japan-U.S. alliance. While it is difficult for Japan to stand
alone against China, the military power of the U.S. still surpasses that of China, and fortunately Japan
is carefully nurturing the Japan-U.S. alliance. China is probably thinking that it is too early to enter a
conflict against the United States.

The third is to make visible the world’s concern about China’s unilateral change of status quo by
force. Australia and India are moving to stand shoulder to shoulder with the Japan-U.S. alliance, and
Vietnam and Indonesia are also likely to oppose China’s expansion of maritime dominance. There is
also growing concern in Europe, as shown by the U.K.’s move to send its aircraft carrier to East Asia.
Needless to say, a war between the U.S. and China would be a tragedy for both countries and
humanity, not a solution. That is why we need to try hard internationally to make clear to China what
not to do. China must be made to realize that no country, no matter how powerful, can continue to
thrive seeking the rule of might. The administrations of Japan and the United States are now being

asked to persuade China to accept international rule of law while weighing their options.

(By Makoto Iokibe, Chairman of the Asia Affairs Research Council)
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Global perspective: China should remember Sun Yat-sen’s
‘Pan-Asianism’ speech

In the fall of 1924, Sun Yat-sen visited Kobe, Japan and delivered his famous “Pan-Asianism”
speech, in which he denounced the imperialism of the Western powers as “the rule of Might” and
argued that, in contrast, the East had a tradition of “the rule of Right” -- politics based on virtue
rather than force. Noting that Japan had defeated imperialist Russia and inspired the people of Asia,

he urged Japan to continue to take the side of the virtuous.

The dichotomy of the Western rule of might and the Eastern rule of right is a myth. The fact is
that both the East and the West have their hegemonic and virtuous ways. It is possible for any
government, East or West, to avoid the dangers of becoming hegemonic when it is weak and
victimized, but it is difficult to exercise restraint and wise control over the use of force when it is

strong.

Sun Yat-sen collapsed on his way back to Beijing and passed away after the speech, which was
regarded as if it was his last will warning Japan of the danger of becoming militarized. Three years
later, Prime Minister Yoshikazu Tanaka dared to invade Shandong in China, and seven years later,
Japan’s Kwantung Army staged the Manchurian Incident to occupy northeastern China. Although
there were waves of back and forth after that, Japan, the most powerful country in Asia at that time,
eventually drowned in the use of force and sank in the battle against the world. It is understandable

that the Sun Yat-sen speech seems prophetic.

Now, I would like to return the Sun Yat-sen speech to China. China has been harshly critical of
Japan’s war of aggression, but now that it has become a powerful country, I wonder if it will not make
the same mistake. Today’s China must remember that when it is a victim, it is free from the rule of

might, but when it is a strong power, it is difficult to use its power with moderation.

In 1992, China enacted a law on territorial waters, which specified the Senkaku Islands (known
as the Diaoyu Islands in Chinese) in the East China Sea as part of China’s territory, and also included
as its own almost all islands in the South China Sea up to the Nansha Islands (known as the Spratly

Islands in English).

Looking at the actual situation at that time, China acquired the Xisha (Paracel in English)
Islands from Vietnam before and after the Vietnam War, and in 1988 it won a naval battle against
Vietnam to take Chigua Reef (Johnson South Reef) and five other reefs in the Nansha Islands.
Nevertheless, Vietnam continues to control 22 islands and the Philippines 10 of the Nansha Islands,
according to Susumu Yabuki’s “South China Sea: Territorial Disputes and Japan” published in 2016.
Needless to say, Japan had long been in possession of the Senkaku Islands, while China has never
admitted them.

China’s act of deciding, by domestic law, that all islands controlled by other countries belong to
it was frankly incomprehensible. I don’t think it intends to take everything, and I don’t think any

country would offer them to China, either. I viewed this with suspicion, finding it baffling.




